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sence, a letter was brought to us from Bishop
Theodulf [of Orleans], containing complaint of
dishonour done to his men, or rather to the bishop
of the city [of Tours], and in contempt of the
order of our empire. Which order we caused
write under the authority of our name for the
rendering up of a certain cleric, escaped from the
bishop's custody, and in hiding in the basilica of
St. Martin, a copy of which you have sent to us.
In it we think that we did not decree anything
unjustly, as you have thought we did.

"We have had both letters read to us again,
yours [that is, Aleuin's] and Theodulfs. Your
letter appears to us to be much harsher than
Theodulf a, and to have been written in anger,
without any seasoning of charity towards him; in
defence of the fugitive, and in accusation against
the bishop. Under cover of a concealed name it
maintains that the accused person could and should
be allowed to bring an accusation, whereas both
divine and human law forbids to allow a criminous
person to accuse another. For this he was defended
and protected by you, under pretext of the authority
of our name ; as though one who had been accused
and judged in sight of the people of his own city
of Orleans should have an opportunity of bringing
an accusation by appeal to the emperor, after the
example of the blessed Paul the Apostle. But
Paul, when accused by his own nation before the
princes of Judaea, but not as yet judged, appealed
to Caesar, and by the princes he was sent to Caesar
to be judged. That does not at all coincide with
the present case. For this cleric of evil repute was
accused, and judged, and sent to prison, and thence